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FINES ENFORCEMENT REGISTRY - OUTSTANDING FINES 

252. Mr J.E. McGRATH to the Attorney General: 
There have been 97 deaths on our roads this year, which is a horrific 37 per cent above last year’s shocking road 
toll.  
(1) Why has the amount of outstanding fines to be collected by the Fines Enforcement Registry ballooned 

from $20 million to $165 million under the present government? 
(2) Is it true that Repcol Ltd, the company responsible for collecting fines on behalf of the government, is 

in an Australian Stock Exchange trading halt; and, if so, what difficulties is the company facing? 
(3) What is the Attorney General doing to address the situation in the Fines Enforcement Registry? 
(4) Does the Attorney General concede that road safety strategies lose effectiveness if the fines 

enforcement system has collapsed? 
Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question, which has enabled me to prepare a meaningful response.  
(1) First of all, I will correct a minor error in the question, or something that is open to misinterpretation.  

The amount of fines to be collected by the Fines Enforcement Registry has not gone from $20 million 
to $165 million.  It might have gone up $20 million in the past year.  That is a relatively minor matter.  
For the sake of the record, in May 2000, the figure was $91 million, so it has gone from that amount to 
$165 million this year.  The reasons for that are that Western Australia’s population is growing; the 
police have improved techniques - there are more Multanovas, for instance; and the courts are 
processing far more matters.  The increased volume of transactions is leading to an increased proportion 
of transactions in which people do not pay their fines, and are then registered with the Fines 
Enforcement Registry.  For the reasons that the member for South Perth has mentioned, it is critically 
important that we continue to pursue people who have not paid fines.  It is always difficult to get some 
people to pay their fines.  We pursue all offenders with outstanding fines to the full extent of the law, 
imposing licence suspensions, warrants against goods, work and development orders and, ultimately, 
prison as a last resort.  On average, 1.2 million court-imposed fines or infringement notices from 
prosecuting authorities are issued each year.  Within three years, 96 per cent of these fines are settled, 
predominantly by payment.  Of the 1.2 million court-imposed fines or infringement notices, 20 per cent 
remain unpaid at the due date - in other words, 80 per cent of people pay their fines; it is only the 
remaining 20 per cent who do not - and they are referred to the Fines Enforcement Registry for action. 

(2) The answer to the question about Repcol Ltd is yes.  Trading has been halted on the Australian Stock 
Exchange.  I am happy to table a letter from Repcol to the ASX dated 18 April 2007.  It deals with a 
refinancing sale of assets matter, rather than an operational matter, so it will not in any way have an 
impact.  [See paper 2719.] 

(3) I assure all members that with an increasing volume of fines coming through, we are always trying to 
achieve maximum payment.  I must report to the house that collections are at an all-time high and the 
percentage outstanding is lower than it has been previously. 

(4) I certainly support the sentiments expressed by the member about road safety and the number of deaths 
occurring on the road.  I believe it is critically important that when penalties are imposed, they are 
enforced and that offenders make payment for those matters. 

 


